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Abstract:
This study examines the image of women in Nadia Boukhelat’s novel
Mahattat Qitar (Train Station), focusing on the social, cultural, and
psychological representations of women within the narrative structure. The
research begins with a theoretical framework that discusses the concept of the
narrative image and the representation of women in Arab and Algerian feminist
literature, then moves to an analytical study of women’s presence in the novel.
The study shows that the novelist presents women as active human beings rather
than marginal figures. The character of Samia represents the oppressed and
broken woman who suffers under family and social pressures, especially
through the association of her value with marriage and motherhood. In contrast,
Qawsem embodies the image of the conscious, independent, and balanced
woman who positively influences the protagonist, Said.
The study concludes that Train Station reflects women’s struggle between
oppression and liberation. It highlights their ability to resist social and cultural
restrictions and reveals Nadia Boukhelat’s vision of women as human and
intellectual values deserving recognition and justice. Thus, the novel represents
an important model in contemporary Algerian feminist narrative.
Keywords: image of women, feminist literature, Algerian novel, Nadia
Boukhelat, Train Station, oppression, liberation.
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