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Abstract ;

This study aims to re-examine the analytical mechanisms of metaphor by bridging the
gap between traditional Arabic rhetoric and modern linguistic frameworks (Structural,
Functional, and Cognitive). Starting with a foundational overview of the three Arabic
rhetorical sciences (Ma'ani, Bayan, Badi'), the first chapter traces the conceptual
evolution of metaphor from its Greek origins to classical Arabic heritage, focusing on Al-
]urjani’s approach and the systematization by Al-Sakkaki and Al-Qazwini. Concurrently,
it examines the paradigm shift in modern iinguistics: from the structuralist view
(Jakobson) that confined metaphor to styiistic functions, to the functionalist perspective
(Halliday and Perelman) highlighting its argumentative role, and finally to the cognitive
revolution (Lakoff, Johnson, and Fauconnier) which redefined rnetaphor as a cognitive

mechanism shaping human thought and reality.

The second chapter provides a comparative critical reading between structural and
cognitive approaches, projecting these modern theories onto Arabic discourses. Practical
applications include a cognitive analysis of classical Arabic poetry (Pre-Islamic and
Abbasid), applying Conceptual Blending Theory to the Holy Quran, and deconstructing
contemporary Arabic political discourse. The study concludes that synthesizing
traditional Arabic rhetoric with cognitive linguistics yields a potent analytical framework
capable of explaining the mental operations underlying metaphor production and

cornprehension.

. Keywords: Arabic Rhetoric, Conceptual Metaphor, Cognitive Linguistics,
Conceptual Blending, Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani
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