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Abstract

This study explores the development of Arabic lexicographical thought, tracing
its journey from traditional origins to modern lexicographical industry. The
Arabic lexicographical movement initially emerged from a religious motive to
protect the Holy Quran from linguistic errors (*Lahn*) and preserve the Arabic
language, evolving from oral collection to the creation of the first organized
dictionary, "*Al-Ayn*", by Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad. In the modern era, factors such
as the printing press, journalism, and cultural contact with the West triggered a
Renaissance that pushed the Arabic dictionary



beyond its traditional boundaries to keep pace with rapid linguistic and scientific

advancements.

A significant portion of this research is dedicated to the efforts of Dr. Ali Al-
Qasimi, whose work represents a milestone in modern Arabic lexicography. Al-
Qasimi viewed the dictionary not merely as a repository for words, but as a
scientific industry governed by precise methodologies. His contributions focused
on developing bilingual dictionaries and establishing the foundations of
"Terminology Science" based on rigorous standards that balance scientific
concepts with linguistic terms. Furthermore, he laid the theoretical framework for
the "Historical Dictionary" to document the evolution of words and their
meanings across different eras. Through his critical vision, Al-Qasimi succeeded
in bridging the gap between a rich lexicographical heritage and contemporary
technical and educational needs, transforming lexicographical research from

.ndividual efforts into a comprehensive civilizational project

Keywords: Arabic lexicon, modern Arabic lexicon, Ali al-Qasimi



