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Abstract :

The study addresses the issue of the representation of place and its semantic
dimensions in the novel Ayyam Shidad by Mohamed Meflah. It follows the events
of the novel, which document popular resistance in Dahra and the Chlef Basin
through the hero “Shidad,” a rebel against the oppression of the colonizer, leading
up to the tragic massacre of the local population, who were burned alive in “Ghar
El-Harachif.”

The research adopts the descriptive-analytical method, supported by semiotic and
phenomenological approaches, in order to examine the effectiveness of narrative
space. The results showed that place goes beyond its traditional function and
becomes an active semantic structure that influences character construction and
directs the narrative.

The duality of open and closed space appears as a mechanism reflecting the
conflict of the self between freedom and oppression. The social dimension is
embodied in the spaces of the tribe and the village, while the psychological
dimension emerges through feelings of alienation and nostalgia. The symbolic
dimension is charged with meanings of identity and resistance through the use of
the mountain, the zawiya, and the red tent.
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The study concludes that the writer blends geography with history in order to
rewrite national memory from a popular and alternative perspective.

Keywords: place, dimension, Ayyam Shidad, Mohamed Meflah, symbolism,
contemporary Algerian novel.
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