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Abstract:
This research explores the use of history in The Andalusian
House (Al-Bayt Al-Andalusi) by Algerian novelist Waciny
Laredj, through an analytical and interpretive study of how
Andalusian and Algerian historical elements are interwoven into
the narrative structure. The study aims to uncover the aesthetic
and symbolic functions that this historical dimension plays in
shaping the novel’s artistic and ideological vision. It is based on
the premise that history in the novel is not merely a temporal
backdrop, but rather a dynamic narrative component that
frames key questions related to identity, exile, and memory.
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The research poses the following central question: How does
Waciny Laredj employ history in The Andalusian House*, and
what aesthetic and intellectual purposes does this serve?* Using
an analytical-hermeneutic approach, the study examines
narrative techniques, character construction, the symbolic role
of space and time, and the use of intertextuality and historical
Imagination.

The study concludes that The Andalusian House reconstructs
the Andalusian past within a contemporary narrative
framework, using it as a reflective lens to examine a fragmented
present and a deeply human experience marked by loss, exile,
and nostalgia. Rather than offering a documentary account of
history, the novel employs history as a literary and symbolic
tool, blending narrative, memory, and imagination with artistic
sophistication.
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